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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

The trustees who are also directors of the charity for the purposes of the Companies Act 2006, present  their
report, which incorporates the Directors report and strategic report, with the financial statements of  the
charity for the year ended 31 December 2024. The trustees have adopted the provision of Accounting  and
Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing  their
accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic  of
Ireland (FRS102) (effective 1 January 2019).

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES
Vision, Mission, Aim, Structure and Partners
Our Vision "To cure, sometimes; To help, often; To comfort always".

Purpose: Our work in Romania has grown over the last 34 years. Our initial focus of caring for children  with
HIV/AIDS has evolved into provision of respite, palliative, and end- of- life care, and we have  developed
some of the best-trained and most experienced paediatric nurses in Romania.

Until 2022, our flagship centre, St Margaret's Hospice has provided specialist care to infants and  children
with a range of complex neurological needs, physical disabilities, and those who need a little  extra
support to overcome discrimination, disadvantage, and an opportunity to change their future.

The good work has evolved and continues in a new family and community style environment. We  opened
Casa Maria, our new Children's Family House in Romania that provides care for children living with  the
most severe disabilities. It builds on the legacy of our flagship St Margaret's Hospice and Children's Centre.

Aim: To raise funds in the UK to help the most vulnerable children in Romania and provide  specialist
hospice care, educational community outreach and respite care for children, their families, and carers  in
Romania through our sister charity Copii in Dificultate.

Structure, Children in Distress is a UK charity registered with the Scottish Charity Regulator, with a  registered
office in Glasgow and a commercial trading arm, which operates three charity thrift shops in  County
Durham, Cleveland and North Yorkshire. A loyal, enterprising and vibrant volunteer and donor  network
underpins and makes possible the charity's mission of care. We work through and together with our  sister
and partner organisations in Romania. Our ongoing objective is to empower these organisations to  deliver
support on our behalf.

Children in Distress in-Country Partners

Romania - Copii in Dificultate.
St Christopher's - Curtea de Arges
Arges Community Projects

Public benefit
Children in Distress serves the children of Romania. The Charity works with volunteers and  supporting
partner organisations that provide financial and pro bono support, as well as advice and guidance in  best
practice in hospice care, free at the point of delivery, and child development and educational  and
welfare opportunities for those who need them.

Children and families are accepted based on need and residential proximity and specific need, not  on
race, religion or ability to pay.

The expertise provided by professionals and education provided to professionals in education,  medicine,
the disciplines allied to medicine and social welfare, is subsidised where possible.
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

STRATEGIC REPORT
Achievement and performance
Charitable activities
Key Projects

Casa Maria

To provide family environment with specialist care for children with complex needs

- A home for 12 children a safe, home with specialist care opened.
- Continued therapies to help children with mobility, nutritional needs and education.
- A centre of specialist best practice in care for children with complex disabilities.

Community Education

A community-based project providing support for children from disadvantaged communities, extra  tuition,
extracurricular education and support to remain in school.

- Programme established with local authorities.
- Free of charge space provided by local authorities. Volunteers recruited.
- Programme launched in November 2023 to support 80 children and has subsequently benefitted a  further
140 children.

Zarnesti Pineview Retreat Lodge

The vision for the future in Romania is to create a respite space that will encourage social integration  of
children and young people of mixed abilities whilst providing rest for the children with complex  disabilities,
parents and carers.
- Work continues the process of obtaining preliminary authorisations for construction.
- To obtain funds to further the project.
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

STRATEGIC REPORT
Achievement and performance
Fundraising activities
Shoebox Campaign

An annual fundraising activity to provide love in a box to over 5000 children at Christmas.
- 2024 delivered over 5000 boxes to Romania in time for Christmas.
- Over £10k raised in 2024

Legacies, Substantial Personal & Trust Donations

Legacies and in-memoriam continue to provide significant income, making the work of the  Charity
possible over the past few years. The trustees therefore acknowledge the generosity of those who  consider
the Charity's mission of care to the Children in Romania important and worthy of a legacy, sponsorship  or
Trust donation. Without these donations, much of the capital building and renovation works which  have
taken place during this financial year would not have been possible.

We remember with gratitude gifts, trust donations, legacy and in-memoriam giving from and on behalf of:

Major Donors

Julia Hancock
Majorie Bourne
Nita Parsons
Albert Bayley
Barbara Brett
Antony Freeston
Nadia/Michael Lee
Julia Bailes
Pamela Neville

Funds raised in 2024

Total £393k

£133k from regular giving/donations

£223k from Legacies

£22k Gift Aid

£15k Donated Services and Facilities
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

STRATEGIC REPORT
Financial review
Financial position
Total income received in the year to 31 December 2024 was £574,551 - (2023 - £555,285) whilst  expenditure
costs were £618,385, in 2023 - £483,766 This resulted in a deficit/investment of (£43,874), in 2022 - £71,519  in
surplus.

During the year, the charity made significant strategic investments aimed at strengthening our  operational
capacity and enhancing service delivery. Key areas of focus included staff remuneration, where  we
implemented improved salary structures to attract and retain skilled personnel aligned with our  long-term
mission. In parallel, we invested in the development of our profitable retail shops to ensure they  remain
effective fundraising assets and points of community engagement.

We also prioritised technology upgrades to support more efficient internal systems and  digital
transformation across our programmes. This was complemented by targeted staff training  initiatives,
equipping our team with the tools and skills needed to meet evolving challenges and improve  service
outcomes.

Importantly, we expanded our direct support to our core operations in Romania, increasing resources  to
enhance care and outreach for vulnerable children and families. These investments reflect  our
commitment to sustainability, excellence in service, and our continued impact on communities we serve.

Closing reserves at the balance sheet date were £324,590, consisting of £324,590 unrestricted funds  and
£NIL restricted funds.

Reserves policy
The Trustees have adopted a reserves policy, which they consider appropriate to ensure the  continued
ability of the Charity to meet its objectives. The Charity aims to maintain reserves at a level, which  will
provide a minimum of 6 months free reserves to cope with contingencies

Funds
A large proportion of our funding received is sent to our partner charity (Copii in Dificultate) in Romania  to
meet our aims and objectives. Funds from supporters are recorded against specific categories  to
recognise why funds were given and the purpose for their use such as sponsoring our children, gifts from  the
heart etc.

Risk Management Statement
The Trustees recognise that effective risk management is essential to ensuring the ongoing success  and
sustainability of the charity's work. The principal risks to the charity include fluctuations in  funding,
operational challenges in service delivery, and reputational risks.

To mitigate these, the charity has implemented robust financial controls, diversified funding streams,  and
maintains strong relationships with key stakeholders. Operational risks are addressed through  careful
planning, regular monitoring, and contingency arrangements. Reputational risks are managed  through
transparent communication and adherence to regulatory and ethical standards.

The risk register is reviewed quarterly by the Trustees to ensure emerging risks are identified and  managed
proactively, supporting the charity's mission and long-term viability.

Page 5



CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

STRATEGIC REPORT
Future plans
The current Board was appointed at the 2022 AGM and undertook a full strategic review at that  time,
focused on investment in structure, people, governance and operations to ensure the wellbeing  and
sustainability and future direction of the charity. The strategy was built on the evolving environment  in
Romania and the strategic direction agreed by the Board of Copii in Dificultate in respect of  the
Romanian foundation.

The UK strategy directly supports and complements that of the Romania foundation. In 2025 Children  in
Distress UK will continue to focus on growth and development to meet the needs of an ambitious plan  set
out by the Romanian foundation and an evolving plan for the Uk. The charity celebrated 35 years in  2024
with events provided in the UK and in Romania to mark this important milestone.

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Governing document
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes a limited  company,
limited by guarantee, as defined by the Companies Act 2006. 

Charity constitution
The charity is established to promote the care of children and young people in South-Eastern Europe. As  a
registered charity the Trustees confirm that they pay due regard to the OSCR guidance on public benefit  in
determining activities.

Recruitment and appointment of new trustees
Trustees are invited to apply giving their background and experience and appointed at the  Annual
General Meeting or co-opted until the meeting

Organisational structure
The governing body of the charity is the Board of Trustees, which comprises six members and meet four  or
five times a year to review strategy and performance together with the Chief Executive or  Operations
Manager. The Trustees make decisions about policy and delegate executive decisions to the staff of  the
Charity through the Chief Executive and the staff.

Patron
HRH Princess Maria of Romania

Staff
Lesleyann Connelly - Hub Manager (Scotland) from October 2023 to July 2024 - LEAVER
Tiegan Connelley - Campaigns Assistant (Scotland) from October 2023 to July 2024 -LEAVER
Daniella Finley - Charity Administrator from February 2024
Neile Abbs - Hub Manager (Yorkshire) from May 2024
Contracted Staff
Karen Taylor, Bookkeeper from Feb 2023
Simon Errington, CEO from June 2023
Jelena Krzanicki, Marketing from February 2024
Hannah-Liisa Kirchin, Social Media from February 2024

Shop Managers
Tracy Russell, Kirkbymoorside
Tracy England, Guisborough
Melanie Morgan, Shildon
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT
Charity management
Decision Making

Directors/Trustees

1. The number of Directors/Trustees with which the Company proposes to operate shall be a minimum of  5
and a maximum of 10.
2. Subscribers to the board shall be admitted as members of the Company and all members of  the
company shall either sign a written consent to become a member or sign the register of members  on
becoming a member.
3. A member may withdraw at any time from the Company by giving at least seven days' notice to  the
Company.  Membership is not transferable

Induction and training of new trustees
New Trustees are given a full pack of information on the charity and its Governance Documents.

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES
The trustees (who are also the directors of Children in Distress for the purposes of company law)  are
responsible for preparing the Report of the Trustees and the financial statements in accordance  with
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally  Accepted
Accounting Practice). 

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give  a
true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources  and
application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for  that
period. In preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to 

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 
- observe the methods and principles in the Charity SORP; 
- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
- state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any  material

departures disclosed and explained in the financial statements; 
- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume  that

the charitable company will continue in business. 

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with  reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and to enable them to ensure  that
the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for  safeguarding
the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention  and
detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

In so far as the trustees are aware: 

- there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditors are unaware; and 
- the trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of  any

relevant audit information and to establish that the auditors are aware of that information. 
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES - continued
STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES' RESPONSIBILITIES
The trustees (who are also the directors of Children in Distress for the purposes of company law)  are
responsible for preparing the Report of the Trustees and the financial statements in accordance  with
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally  Accepted
Accounting Practice).

Company law requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give  a
true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charitable company and of the incoming resources  and
application of resources, including the income and expenditure, of the charitable company for  that
period. In preparing those financial statements, the trustees are required to

- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;
- observe the methods and principles in the Charity SORP;
- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;
- state whether applicable accounting standards have been followed, subject to any material  departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements;
- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that  the
charitable company will continue in business.

The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with  reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charitable company and to enable them to ensure  that
the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible for  safeguarding
the assets of the charitable company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention  and
detection of fraud and other irregularities.

In so far as the trustees are aware:

- there is no relevant audit information of which the charitable company's auditors are unaware; and
- the trustees have taken all steps that they ought to have taken to make themselves aware of  any
relevant audit information and to establish that the auditors are aware of that information.

AUDITORS
The Auditor's, Fortus Audit LLP will be proposed for re-appointment at the forthcoming Annual  General
Meeting.

Report of the trustees, incorporating a strategic report, approved by order of the board of trustees, as  the
company directors, on ............................................. and signed on the board's behalf by: 

....................................................................
Ms A N Martin - Trustee 
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REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS TO THE TRUSTEES AND MEMBERS OF
CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

Opinion
We have audited the financial statements of Children in Distress (the 'charitable company') for the  year
ended 31 December 2024 which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet,  the
Cash Flow Statement and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant  accounting
policies. The financial reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable  law
and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 

In our opinion the financial statements: 
- give a true and fair view of the state of the charitable company's affairs as at 31 December 2024 and  of

its incoming resources and application of resources, including its income and expenditure, for the  year
then ended; 

- have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted  Accounting
Practice; and 

- have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Companies Act 2006, the  Charities
and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005 and Regulation 8 of the Charities Accounts  (Scotland)
Regulations 2006. 

Basis for opinion
We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (UK) (ISAs (UK))  and
applicable law. Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the  Auditors'
responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements section of our report. We are independent of  the
charitable company in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of  the
financial statements in the UK, including the FRC's Ethical Standard, and we have fulfilled our other  ethical
responsibilities in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we  have
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. 

Conclusions relating to going concern
In auditing the financial statements, we have concluded that the trustees' use of the going concern  basis
of accounting in the preparation of the financial statements is appropriate. 

Based on the work we have performed, we have not identified any material uncertainties relating  to
events or conditions that, individually or collectively, may cast significant doubt on the  charitable
company's ability to continue as a going concern for a period of at least twelve months from when  the
financial statements are authorised for issue. 

Our responsibilities and the responsibilities of the trustees with respect to going concern are described  in
the relevant sections of this report. 

Other information
The trustees are responsible for the other information. The other information comprises the  information
included in the Annual Report, other than the financial statements and our Report of the  Independent
Auditors thereon. 

Our opinion on the financial statements does not cover the other information and, except to the  extent
otherwise explicitly stated in our report, we do not express any form of assurance conclusion thereon. 

In connection with our audit of the financial statements, our responsibility is to read the other  information
and, in doing so, consider whether the other information is materially inconsistent with the  financial
statements or our knowledge obtained in the audit or otherwise appears to be materially misstated. If  we
identify such material inconsistencies or apparent material misstatements, we are required to  determine
whether this gives rise to a material misstatement in the financial statements themselves. If, based on  the
work we have performed, we conclude that there is a material misstatement of this other information,  we
are required to report that fact.  We have nothing to report in this regard. 

Opinions on other matters prescribed by the Companies Act 2006
In our opinion, based on the work undertaken in the course of the audit:
- the information given in the Report of the Trustees for the financial year for which the  financial

statements are prepared is consistent with the financial statements; and 
- the Report of the Trustees has been prepared in accordance with applicable legal requirements. 
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REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS TO THE TRUSTEES AND MEMBERS OF
CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

Matters on which we are required to report by exception
In the light of the knowledge and understanding of the charitable company and its environment  obtained
in the course of the audit, we have not identified material misstatements in the Report of the Trustees. 

We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Companies Act 2006 and  the
Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006 (as amended) requires us to report to you if, in our opinion: 
- adequate and proper accounting records have not been kept or returns adequate for our audit  have

not been received from branches not visited by us; or 
- the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or 
- certain disclosures of trustees' remuneration specified by law are not made; or 
- we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit. 

Responsibilities of trustees
As explained more fully in the Statement of Trustees' Responsibilities, the trustees are responsible for  the
preparation of the financial statements and for being satisfied that they give a true and fair view, and  for
such internal control as the trustees determine is necessary to enable the preparation of  financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error. 

In preparing the financial statements, the trustees are responsible for assessing the charitable  company's
ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as applicable, matters related to going concern  and
using the going concern basis of accounting unless the trustees either intend to liquidate the  charitable
company or to cease operations, or have no realistic alternative but to do so. 
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REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS TO THE TRUSTEES AND MEMBERS OF
CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

Our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements
Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole  are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue a Report of the  Independent
Auditors that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not  a
guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with ISAs (UK) will always detect a  material
misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material  if,
individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic  decisions
of users taken on the basis of these financial statements. 

The extent to which our procedures are capable of detecting irregularities, including fraud is  detailed
below: 

We obtained an understanding of the legal and regulatory frameworks that are applicable to  the
charitable company and determined that the most significant frameworks which are directly relevant  to
specific assertions in the financial statements are those that relate to the reporting framework (UK  GAAP
and the Companies Act 2006) and the relevant tax compliance regulations in the UK.

We understood how the charitable company is complying with those frameworks by making enquiries  of
management and those responsible for legal and compliance procedures. We corroborated our  enquiries
through review of board minutes and discussions with those charged with governance.

We assessed the susceptibility of the charitable company's financial statements to material  misstatement,
including how fraud might occur, by discussion with management from various parts of the business  to
understand where they consider there was a susceptibility to fraud. We considered the procedures  and
controls that the charitable company has established to prevent and detect fraud, and how these  are
monitored by management, and also any enhanced risk factors such as performance targets.

Based on our understanding, we designed our audit procedures to identify any non-compliance with  laws
and regulations identified in the paragraphs above.

We also performed audit work over the risk of management override of controls, including testing of  journal
entries and other adjustments for appropriateness, evaluating the business rationale of  significant
transactions outside the normal course of business and reviewing accounting estimates for bias.

Because of the inherent limitations of an audit, there is a risk that we will not detect all  irregularities,
including those leading to a material misstatement in the financial statements or non-compliance  with
regulation. This risk increases the more that compliance with a law or regulation is removed from  the
events and transactions reflected in the financial statements, as we will be less likely to become aware  of
instances of non-compliance. The risk is also greater regarding irregularities occurring due to fraud  rather
than error, as fraud involves intentional concealment, forgery, collusion, omission or misrepresentation

A further description of our responsibilities for the audit of the financial statements is located on  the
Financial Reporting Council's website at www.frc.org.uk/auditorsresponsibilities. This description forms  part
of our Report of the Independent Auditors. 
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REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITORS TO THE TRUSTEES AND MEMBERS OF
CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

Use of our report
This report is made solely to the charitable company's members, as a body, in accordance with Chapter  3
of Part 16 of the Companies Act 2006, and to the charitable company's trustees, as a body, in  accordance
with Regulation 10 of the Charities Accounts (Scotland) Regulations 2006. Our audit work has  been
undertaken so that we might state to the charitable company's members and the trustees those  matters
we are required to state to them in an auditors' report and for no other purpose. To the fullest  extent
permitted by law, we do not accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the  charitable
company and the charitable company's members as a body, for our audit work, for this report, or for  the
opinions we have formed. 

Frances Howard (Senior Statutory Auditor) 
for and on behalf of Fortus Audit LLP 
Eligible to act as an auditor in terms of Section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006 
5 & 6 Manor Garth
Manor Court
Scarborough
North Yorkshire
YO11 3TU

Date: ............................................. 
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

2024 2023
Unrestricted Total

fund funds
Notes £ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM 
Donations and legacies 3 393,412 390,198

Other trading activities 4 174,518 161,063
Investment income 5 6,581 4,024

Total 574,511 555,285

EXPENDITURE ON 
Raising funds 6 333,058 231,348

Charitable activities 7
Charitable activities 73,033 80,418
Transfers to Romania 212,396 172,000

Total 618,487 483,766

NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) (43,976) 71,519

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
Total funds brought forward 368,464 296,945

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 324,488 368,464

The notes form part of these financial statements
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

BALANCE SHEET
31 December 2024

2024 2023
Unrestricted Total

fund funds
Notes £ £

FIXED ASSETS 
Tangible assets 15 10,351 7,910

CURRENT ASSETS 
Debtors 16 10,124 13,741
Cash at bank 317,629 375,276

 327,753 389,017

CREDITORS 
Amounts falling due within one year 17 (13,616) (28,463)

NET CURRENT ASSETS 314,137 360,554

TOTAL ASSETS LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES 324,488 368,464

NET ASSETS 324,488 368,464

FUNDS 18
Unrestricted funds 324,488 368,464

TOTAL FUNDS 324,488 368,464

The financial statements were approved by the Board of Trustees and authorised for issue  on
............................................. and were signed on its behalf by: 

.............................................
Ms A N Martin - Trustee 

The notes form part of these financial statements
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

CASH FLOW STATEMENT
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

2024 2023
Notes £ £

Cash flows from operating activities
Cash generated from operations 1 (57,160) 99,602

Net cash (used in)/provided by operating activities (57,160) 99,602

Cash flows from investing activities
Purchase of tangible fixed assets (7,238) (3,201)
Sale of tangible fixed assets 170 -
Interest received 6,581 4,024

Net cash (used in)/provided by investing activities (487) 823

Change in cash and cash equivalents in
the reporting period (57,647) 100,425
Cash and cash equivalents at the
beginning of the reporting period 375,276 274,851

Cash and cash equivalents at the end of
the reporting period 317,629 375,276

The notes form part of these financial statements
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE CASH FLOW STATEMENT
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

1. RECONCILIATION OF NET (EXPENDITURE)/INCOME TO NET CASH FLOW FROM OPERATING ACTIVITIES 
2024 2023

£ £
Net (expenditure)/income for the reporting period (as per the
Statement of Financial Activities) (43,976) 71,519
Adjustments for:
Depreciation charges 4,611 3,147
Loss on disposal of fixed assets 16 -
Interest received (6,581) (4,024)
Decrease in debtors 3,617 11,713
(Decrease)/increase in creditors (14,847) 17,247

Net cash (used in)/provided by operations (57,160) 99,602

2. ANALYSIS OF CHANGES IN NET FUNDS 

At 1.1.24 Cash flow At 31.12.24
£ £ £

Net cash 
Cash at bank 375,276 (57,647) 317,629

375,276 (57,647) 317,629

Total 375,276 (57,647) 317,629

The notes form part of these financial statements
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

1. STATUTORY INFORMATION 

Children in Distress is a charitable company, limited by guarantee, registered in Scotland.  The
charitable company's registered number and registered office can be found on the reference  and
administrative details page of these financial statements.

2. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Basis of preparing the financial statements 
These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Accounting and Reporting  by
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts  in
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of  Ireland
(FRS102). The financial statements have also been prepared in accordance with the  charities
Accounts (Scotland) Regulations Act 2003 and the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland)  Act
2005.

The charity is a public benefit entity as defined by FRS102.

The accounts are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the group.  Monetary
amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest pound.

The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention. The principle  accounting
polices adopted are set out below. These polices have been consistently applied to all  periods
presented.

Income 
All income is recognised in the Statement of Financial Activities once the charity has entitlement  to
the funds, it is probable that the income will be received and the amount can be  measured
reliably.

For donations and grants to be recognised the charity will have been notified of the amounts  and
the settlement date in writing. If there are conditions attached to the donation or grant and  this
requires a level of performance before entitlement can be obtained then income is deferred  until
those conditions are fully met or the fulfilment of those conditions is within the control of the  charity
and it is probable that they will be fulfilled.

Expenditure 
Liabilities are recognised as expenditure as soon as there is a legal or constructive  obligation
committing the charity to that expenditure, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits  will
be required in settlement and the amount of the obligation can be measured reliably.  Expenditure
is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings that aggregate  all
cost related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to particular headings  they
have been allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources.

Raising funds expenditure comprises costs incurred by the charity in the delivery of its activities  for
the benefit of the beneficiaries. It includes both costs that can be allocated directly to  such
activities and those costs of an indirect nature necessary to support them.

Support and governance costs are those functions that assist the work of the charity but do  not
directly undertake charitable activities. Support costs include back office costs, finance,  personnel,
which support the Charity's activities. These costs have been allocated between cost of  raising
funds and expenditure on charitable activities.

Grants offered subject to conditions which have not been met at the year end date are noted as  a
commitment but not accrued as expenditure.
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

2. ACCOUNTING POLICIES - continued 

Grants receivable 
Income from government and other grants, whether 'capital' or 'revenue' are recognised when  the
charity has unconditional entitlement to the funds, it is probable that the income will be  received,
the amount can be measured reliably. Unconditional entitlement will be achieved once  any
conditions attached to the grants have been met, or fulfilment of these conditions is wholly  within
the control of the charity.

Tangible fixed assets 
Depreciation is provided at the following annual rates in order to write off each asset over  its
estimated useful life. 

Motor vehicles - 25% on reducing balance 
Computer equipment - 33% on cost 

Tangible fixed assets are stated at cost or valuation less accumulated depreciation  and
accumulated impairment losses. Cost includes costs directly attributable to making the  asset
capable of operating as intended.

Impairment of fixed assets.
At each reporting end date, the charity reviews the carrying amounts of the tangible assets  to
determine whether there are any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss.  If
any such indication exists, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to  determine
the extent of the impairment loss (if any).

Taxation 
The charity is considered to pass the tests set out in Paragraph 1 Schedule 6 Finance Act 2010  and
therefore it meets the definition of a charity for UK corporation tax purposes. It is  therefore
potentially exempt from taxation in respect of income or capital gains to the extent that  such
income or gains are applied for charitable purposes.

Fund accounting 
Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charitable objectives at the discretion  of
the trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used for particular restricted purposes within the objects of the  charity.
Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for particular  restricted
purposes.

Further explanation of the nature and purpose of each fund is included in the notes to the  financial
statements.

Pension costs and other post-retirement benefits 
The charitable company operates a defined contribution pension scheme. Contributions  payable
to the charitable company's pension scheme are charged to the Statement of Financial Activities  in
the period to which they relate.

Going concern 
The financial statements have been prepared on a going concern basis as the trustees believe  that
no material uncertainties exist. The trustees have considered the level of funds held and  the
expected level of income and expenditure for 12 months from authorising these  financial
statements. The budgeted income and expenditure is sufficient with the level of reserves for  the
charity to be able to continue as a going concern.
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

2. ACCOUNTING POLICIES - continued 

Going concern 
Debtors and creditors receivable / payable within one year
Debtors and creditors with no stated interest rate and receivable or payable within one year  are
recorded at transaction price. Any losses arising are recognised in the statement of  financial
activities.

3. DONATIONS AND LEGACIES 
2024 2023

£ £
Donations 133,721 146,662
Gift aid 21,682 29,331
Legacies 223,009 199,205
Donated services and facilities 15,000 15,000

 393,412 390,198

4. OTHER TRADING ACTIVITIES 
2024 2023

£ £
Fundraising events 36,193 23,515
Shop income 138,325 137,548

 174,518 161,063

5. INVESTMENT INCOME 
2024 2023

£ £
Deposit account interest 6,581 4,024

6. RAISING FUNDS 

Raising donations and legacies 
2024 2023

£ £
Staff costs 143,324 129,756
Shop rent and rates 25,436 25,499
Shop insurance 1,612 2,101
Shop light and heat 5,441 7,285
Telephone 6,677 6,458
Printing, postage, stationery and advertising 7,822 11,711
Shop repairs and sundries 3,452 10,864
Computer consumables and support 5,744 8,323
Motor expenses 5,074 7,077
Equipment leasing 1,897 926
Hotel and travel expenses 6,901 1,481
Website 13,188 -
Fundraising events costs 22,394 -
Till system 3,768 1,320
Romania/Albania collection boxes and appeal costs - 6,587
Shoe box appeal costs 10,933 1,305

Carried forward 263,663 220,693
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

6. RAISING FUNDS - continued 

Raising donations and legacies - continued 

2024 2023
£ £

Brought forward 263,663 220,693
Contracted services 61,660 6,890
Depreciation 4,611 3,147
Loss on sale of assets 16 -

 329,950 230,730

Other trading activities 
2024 2023

£ £
Purchases 3,108 618

Aggregate amounts 333,058 231,348

7. CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES COSTS 
Grant

funding of
Direct activities Support

Costs (see (see note costs (see
note 8) 9) note 10) Totals

£ £ £ £
Charitable activities 15,000 - 58,033 73,033
Transfers to Romania - 212,396 - 212,396

15,000 212,396 58,033 285,429

8. DIRECT COSTS OF CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES 
2024 2023

£ £
Transport and warehousing 15,000 15,000

Direct costs in charitable activies related to warehousing provided for the storage of the  shoeboxes
gathered for the Christmas Shoebox Appeal.
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

9. GRANTS PAYABLE 
2024 2023

£ £
Transfers to Romania 212,396 172,000

Transfers to Romania were made to partner institutions.

10. SUPPORT COSTS 
Governance

Management costs Totals
£ £ £

Charitable activities 31,952 26,081 58,033

Support costs, included in the above, are as follows: 
2024 2023

Charitable Total
activities activities

£ £
Trustees' fees and expenses 150 24,175
Rent and rates 17,596 10,130
Insurance 2,577 1,743
Bank charges 7,661 6,401
Sundries 3,968 2,169
Auditors' remuneration 7,620 7,200
Accountancy, bookkeeping and legal 18,461 13,600

 58,033 65,418

11. NET INCOME/(EXPENDITURE) 

Net income/(expenditure) is stated after charging/(crediting): 

2024 2023
£ £

Auditors' remuneration 7,620 7,200
Depreciation - owned assets 4,611 3,147
Deficit on disposal of fixed assets 16 -

12. TRUSTEES' REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS 
2024 2023

£ £
Trustees' fees - 22,750

Trustees' expenses 
2024 2023

£ £
Trustees' expenses 150 1,425

Expenses reimbursed for travel costs in 2024 were for trustees attending a fundraising event.
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

13. STAFF COSTS 
2024 2023

£ £
Wages and salaries 136,152 147,770
Social security costs 4,818 2,603
Other pension costs 2,354 2,133

143,324 152,506

The average monthly number of employees during the year was as follows: 

2024 2023
Charitable activities 7 7

No employees received emoluments in excess of £60,000 in the current year or prior year.

14. COMPARATIVES FOR THE STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
Unrestricted

fund
£

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS FROM 
Donations and legacies 390,198

Other trading activities 161,063
Investment income 4,024

Total 555,285

EXPENDITURE ON 
Raising funds 231,348

Charitable activities 
Charitable activities 80,418
Transfers to Romania 172,000

Total 483,766

NET INCOME 71,519

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS 
Total funds brought forward 296,945

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD 368,464
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

15. TANGIBLE FIXED ASSETS 
Motor Computer

vehicles equipment Totals
£ £ £

COST
At 1 January 2024 21,700 3,891 25,591
Additions - 7,238 7,238
Disposals - (231) (231)

At 31 December 2024 21,700 10,898 32,598

DEPRECIATION
At 1 January 2024 16,153 1,528 17,681
Charge for year 1,387 3,224 4,611
Eliminated on disposal - (45) (45)

At 31 December 2024 17,540 4,707 22,247

NET BOOK VALUE
At 31 December 2024 4,160 6,191 10,351

At 31 December 2023 5,547 2,363 7,910

16. DEBTORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR 
2024 2023

£ £
Other debtors 2,893 4,943
VAT 1,238 952
Prepayments 5,993 7,846

10,124 13,741

17. CREDITORS: AMOUNTS FALLING DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR 
2024 2023

£ £
Trade creditors 7,849 7,776
Social security and other taxes 2,373 1,434
Other creditors 522 268
Accrued expenses 2,872 18,985

 13,616 28,463
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

18. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS 
Net

movement At
At 1.1.24 in funds 31.12.24

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 368,464 (43,976) 324,488

TOTAL FUNDS 368,464 (43,976) 324,488

Net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows: 

Incoming Resources Movement
resources expended in funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 574,511 (618,487) (43,976)

TOTAL FUNDS 574,511 (618,487) (43,976)

Comparatives for movement in funds 

Net
movement At

At 1.1.23 in funds 31.12.23
£ £ £

Unrestricted funds 
General fund 296,945 71,519 368,464

TOTAL FUNDS 296,945 71,519 368,464

Comparative net movement in funds, included in the above are as follows: 

Incoming Resources Movement
resources expended in funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 555,285 (483,766) 71,519

TOTAL FUNDS 555,285 (483,766) 71,519
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - continued
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

18. MOVEMENT IN FUNDS - continued 

A current year 12 months and prior year 12 months combined position is as follows: 

Net
movement At

At 1.1.23 in funds 31.12.24
£ £ £

Unrestricted funds 
General fund 296,945 27,543 324,488

TOTAL FUNDS 296,945 27,543 324,488

A current year 12 months and prior year 12 months combined net movement in funds, included  in
the above are as follows: 

Incoming Resources Movement
resources expended in funds

£ £ £
Unrestricted funds 
General fund 1,129,796 (1,102,253) 27,543

TOTAL FUNDS 1,129,796 (1,102,253) 27,543

19. RELATED PARTY DISCLOSURES 

During the year payments were made to Simon Errington Limited for contracted services  totalling
£51,450 (2023 £22,750).
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

2024 2023
£ £

INCOME AND ENDOWMENTS

Donations and legacies
Donations 133,721 146,662
Gift aid 21,682 29,331
Legacies 223,009 199,205
Donated services and facilities 15,000 15,000

 393,412 390,198

Other trading activities
Fundraising events 36,193 23,515
Shop income 138,325 137,548

 174,518 161,063

Investment income
Deposit account interest 6,581 4,024

Total incoming resources 574,511 555,285

EXPENDITURE

Raising donations and legacies
Wages 136,152 125,020
Social security 4,818 2,603
Pensions 2,354 2,133
Shop rent and rates 25,436 25,499
Shop insurance 1,612 2,101
Shop light and heat 5,441 7,285
Telephone 6,677 6,458
Printing, postage, stationery and advertising 7,822 11,711
Shop repairs and sundries 3,452 10,864
Computer consumables and support 5,744 8,323
Motor expenses 5,074 7,077
Equipment leasing 1,897 926
Hotel and travel expenses 6,901 1,481
Website 13,188 -
Fundraising events costs 22,394 -
Till system 3,768 1,320
Romania/Albania collection boxes and
appeal costs  - 6,587
Shoe box appeal costs 10,933 1,305
Contracted services 61,660 6,890
Depreciation of tangible fixed assets 4,611 3,147
Loss on sale of tangible fixed assets 16 -

 329,950 230,730

Other trading activities
Shop purchases 3,108 618

This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements
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CHILDREN IN DISTRESS

DETAILED STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
For The Year Ended 31 December 2024

2024 2023
£ £

Other trading activities
Charitable activities
Transport and warehousing 15,000 15,000
Grants to institutions 212,396 172,000

 227,396 187,000

Support costs
Management
Trustees' fees - 22,750
Trustees' travel expenses 150 1,425
Rent and rates 17,596 10,130
Insurance 2,577 1,743
Bank charges 7,661 6,401
Sundries 3,968 2,169

 31,952 44,618

Governance costs
Auditors' remuneration 7,620 7,200
Accountancy, bookkeeping and legal 18,461 13,600

 26,081 20,800

Total resources expended 618,487 483,766

Net (expenditure)/income (43,976) 71,519

This page does not form part of the statutory financial statements
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